
STALKING AND 
SEXUAL VIOLENCE

1 in 6 
women

1 in 17 
men

will experience stalking
in their lifetimes1

1 in 5 
women

1 in 71 
men

will experience rape
in their lifetimes2

PREVALENT PERPETRATED BY SOMEONE 
THE VICTIM KNOWS 

75% of stalking
victims

know their perpetrators3

80% of sexual
assault 
victims

know their perpetrators4

{in the United States }

UNDERREPORTED
Fewer than

40%
of stalking cases 

are reported5

Fewer than

25%
of sexual assault 

cases are reported6

{ to police }

MISUNDERSTOOD
AND MINIMIZED
Victims of both of these crimes are 
frequently NOT BELIEVED, told 

they are OVERREACTING and/or 
BLAMED and accused of doing 
something wrong to have invited 

the o�ender's behavior.

TRAUMATIC { for victims and survivors }

13% of  
sexual assault victims 
lost time from work8

Over 12% of 
stalking victims lost 

time from work5

Victims of stalking and sexual assault su�er both acute and long-lasting trauma. 
Stalking victims and survivors su�er much higher rates of depression, anxiety, 
insomnia, and social dysfunction than people in the general population. 7

BOTH CRIMES ARE:

REFERENCES
1. Smith, S.G., Zhang, X., Basile, K.C., Merrick, M.T., Wang, J., Kresnow, M., & Chen, J. (2018). The National Intimate Partner and Sexual Violence Survey (NISVS): 2015 Data Brief. Atlanta, GA: National Center for Injury Prevention and Control, Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention.   2. Black, M.C., Basile, K.C., Breiding, M.J., Smith, S.G., Walters, M.L., Merrick, M.T., Chen, J. & Stevens, M.R. (2011). The National Intimate Partner and Sexual Violence Survey (NISVS): 2010 Summary Report. Atlanta, GA: National Center 

for Injury Prevention and Control, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Retrieved from https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/nisvs_report2010-a.pdf.    3. Catalano, S., Smith, E., Snyder, H. & Rand, M. (2009). Bureau of Justice Statistics Selected 
Findings: Female Victims of Violence. Retrieved from http://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/fvv.pdf.   4. Planty, M., Langton, L., Krebs, C., Berzofsky, M., & Smiley-McDonald, H.  (2013). Female Victims of Sexual Violence, 1994-2010. DOJ, Bureau of Justice Statistics, 

Special Report. Retrieved from https://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/fvsv9410.pdf.    5. Baum, K., Catalano, S., Rand, M. (2009).  Stalking Victimization in the United States. Washington, DC: Bureau of Justice Statistics. Retrieved from https://www.justice.gov/sites/
default/files/ovw/legacy/2012/08/15/bjs-stalking-rpt.pdf.   6. Morgan, R.E. & Kena, G.  (2018). Criminal Victimization, 2016: Revised. US Dept. Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics. Washington, D.C. Retrieved from https://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/cv16re.pdf.    

7. Blaauw, E., Arensman, E., Winkel, F.W., Freeve, A., & Sheridan, L. (2002). The Toll of Stalking. Journal of Interpersonal Violence 17(1): 50-63. 8. Tjaden, P., & Thoennes, N. (2006). Extent, Nature, and Consequence of Rape Victimization: 
Findings from the National Violence Against Women Survey (NCJ 210346). Retrieved from https://www.ncjrs.gov/pd�les1/ nij/210346.pdf.     

This project was supported by Grant No. 2017-TA-AX-K074 awarded by the O�ce on Violence Against Women, U.S. Department of Justice. The opinions, findings, conclusions, and recommendations 
expressed in this publication/program/exhibition are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Department of Justice, O�ce on Violence Against Women.

! ?


